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Route 76

¢ 76 is attracting increasing attention to their unigue musical blend,
call "Regaar Alternative Dancehall”,
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Route 76 on the marketmg hi

OUTE 7615 FROBARLY. THE BEST
example of a gronp of
young, [amaican artistes who
have latched ante modern
ideas in marketing and pro-
TRGLON [oowin approval for
their mu
Bernard "Mega iscdom aned
Mahgeib “Nags™ Miller joined forces
as students on the campus of the
Universitgof the West Tndies, Mona
in 1997, They have not only devel:
eped wunique music gence they want
1o unleash on the world, hae also
hawve develpped the skills o use the
mest modern techinigques in market-
and promotion o achieve their

s Route 76, they have cmerged as
tively new group eut of Jamaica,
I ol b Joiin the [t of acconm-
plished perfor Their approach
1o Ui Dusiness 15 very uncommon =
they v oluce and pcrl’orm

i arkrs and their music s 3
fusion of Dlues, rock, RER and hip-
hop with a dancehall freggae hase,

“Feople find it difficuls to place the
-, bt it's just a new thing, not
hip-hogp or just dancehall, T0s for
people who arc looking for some-
thing fresh,” said Mega-\

They have supportin producing
their music from Queensbirybased
musicin Serami, from Daseca
Productions. They do most of their
work al the Katch-A-Korner studio in
Cherry Gardens.
ro-gwmers of their own produc
tion asd distribution company,
Faculty Entertainment, they have
absorbed all the new lorhnlqum.
ble to independent companies
wl awe wsing them to achieve their
ol of creating music “that will tran-
scenid oS impact on all
eapective of race or social

~ Contribirte

see themselvesin the future

way

g, {'qu)giug thee way the world
wigws our music, cspecially dancehall
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Anotherintenestng thing about the
fellows is thar they heth Bold down

fours per day jugelin
with their jobs, MegaV works s 2 soft-

ware enginecr, while Nags i a gwlu

sleep four huuni After work itis the
stwicdio, promatian, i)
rehearsale,” said Megm

“Ifwe were to have so:m_l.nﬂ:, o el

the road work for ws, we woulid want
someons who would he able o be 100
per cent committed and ot just work
fora commission,” Mags pointed aut.
B, miisic 15 our meain love, so all

o sprvee e and our salaries po into

pmprarmg 15 furd]c fumre,” said
Mega-\
Mini-album
They have co-prodiced a suprbs

arnni-alburm, Detor,
which they are usis

amarket their musie 1o mapor for
Tabels,

a5 the coum s leading ambassadors of
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companies, wenl o them, persenally
and allered our demos o the
people, W
days doing all the dirty seork,”
PK]JLIHIL‘d.

abid us that they have never
thing like this cut of Jamaica,
hut they think we need (o create 2 buzz

willing to take a1 s, said Nags.
“lwill really ke o considerable
amount af money o promote s and
that's wivy they would prefer estal-

s lished people, But we were very encour-

aged when t!w\. telephoned us from
the company.”
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Please note that the rating is 3 out of 4 stars.
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76 is well-packaged. sy 1o lis
ten to and is Blled with <l
l:nsp s qpaht}' sounding

: l:itc 76, which is made u
ofsinger Nahgeil "N iller.
+and Bernacd “MegaV" Wisdom
“has certainly put out a decent
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e fiour songs on TJIE
cover four different topi

Tlrey deal'with the 'nr!m:s nl'
the |ﬂ¢@1 comenadin: - ganga,
‘socidl commentary, mlcnmlﬁ‘
and of course experiences wi
laclies. But in all of these areas
the gronp does not go-over-
buoard, so the more consence
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E—f their paramour ms:e’ad of  violent so if you have "Christian
ears” then you may Gl |‘.h1a :
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The dlbum’s cover is attrac- .
tive. Just looking a the anun:l.
cover you would think they
have been around for a ]ong
time and have a recording cori-
tract with 2 big company. But |
that is not the case. !
The only drawhack to this
alburm is the use of expletives,
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Reader response:

We'll get your i

+ DENISE from St Elizabeth called on
Monday, February 14 at 8:12 pm:

“I read the paper every week and | want
to commend you on the wonderful work
you're doing; I've introduced the paper to
a ot more women and they've become

regular readers. | find It very interesting,
50 keep up the good work." Thank you,

Denise.

+ For RUTH, who called on Tuesday,
February 15 at 12:44 pm:

comments & DoctorG.com
Onlyoumhmmemm
Iy Lambourne, Nectar Products.
PO, Box 7301 San Diego, California
92167, Phone: (6191 226-6969-Informa-
tion: (619) 222-3031-FAX

Here are two
more exam-
ples of the
finery that
Jamaica has
to offer.

Not only are
Mega Volt
and Nags
beautiful
they're
enormousily
talented
music-
makers as
well. Look out
for the Route
'76 story in

| § your All
Woman nex:
weekK...

Reader response

Why | love bein

STAR PROFILE ON
© NEW TALENT

Route 76 -

- aiming for

the road to greatness

IT'S been a
long, strange |
journey for
Route ‘76, a
duo com-
prising dee-
jay Bernard
‘Megavolt’
Wisdom,
and singer
Nahgeib
‘Nags”
Miller.
“Route 76

is a
metaphor for
the road to
musical
greatness
that we are
on, that and
both of us

person
you meet
gives you a
better under-
standing on
how best to
reach your goal. Every experi-
ence is a road marker, ticking
off progress along this path,”
‘Megavolt’ said.

Wow! That's a mouthful

The duo recently released
their dancehall single, Cops
which fires a fusillade of criti-
cisms against the brutality of
the local police force, to a mad
chorus of jarring police sirens.

The bouncy rap- mﬂuenced

hip- hop, R
& B, we're
doing our

whatever
we like in
| the dance-
hall vein.
We put
kie y- 8.
chords, and
musical
movements
into our
music  so
that it has a
longer shelf
life,” ‘Nags’
lained.

expl 7
The duo

has also

released

CD single
with Cops
is also
working on
a new sin-
e, I's A P that is set for a
glummer rel:;z The single has
generated interest from Tuff
Gong,.
“We've been through a lot to
get this far. People on campus
always used to diss us, and say
we’re never going to make it.
One man even went as far as to
say that if the Government
made a law to shoot all deejays
1 would have nothing to worry

AN AUEN

Nags (left) and Megavolt of the

single, Cops, is

and boasts an armada of discor-
dant beats and drum flourishes
- the soundtrack of the
Jamaican streets.

The duo was formed in 1997
on the campus of the
Umverslty of the West Indies
where Nags and ‘Megavolt’

about,” Megavolt laughs. He is
studying computer science at
UWTI and is a top notch com-
puter programmer.

“The boundary of success is
imagination. This is our philos-
ophy. We have sacrificed, years
of brown-bagging it, and cruis-
mgonlawtanksofgas but we

Since
then, they have been h'amms,

li in our dream, we are
5?“‘8 to make it. It's not about
e destination, it's about the

in pre aration for t?\exr
inevitable international music
debut.

“Our music is coloured by a

T R R

journey,” ‘Nags’ who is a geol-
ogist by profession, said.

The duo is now
ing a music video for the Cop‘

Loss of meaning

RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL (AP)

CARNITIME for Brazilians to

drink, dance and forget thelr
bl But the forge

val version of history has pro-
duced some pearls of revision-
ism.

The g lly rosy depiction

Eas some black rights ‘defenders

Thls year, the annual pre-
Lenten blowout — which starts
Friday and ends, at least theo-
retically, on Ash Wednesday —
also commemorates the 500th

ary of the Por
arrival in Brazil. And the carni-

of blacks in society has dis-
turbed Afro-Brazilian cultural
groups. They say samba lyrics
describing proud and happy
blacks pander ta the popular
myth of Brazil as a “racial
democracy” and do not reflect
reality.

is excessive nationalistic
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— Brawn and
| dark and handsome, B B
I Nahgeib Miller is not just

another ‘pretty face’ in the
Pulse Male Face of the Millennium

Contest. This 24-year-old UWI
graduate with his BSc in geology is
a geologist at the Ministry of
Mining and Energy. Wearing many
caps, he is also actively pursuing his
dream of entertaining the world
through his duo, Route 76.

Maintaining strong family val-
ues and having a high regard for
women which may be because of
the close relationship he has with
his three sisters, Nahgeib is now
single and celibate, seeking not just S
‘a good time’ but companionship. - ==
Placing a high value on a committed Na_hgezb Miller smg_le a'n:d
relationship, Nahgeib refuses to ;ﬁ%gattei’m se‘fe'l‘,’;"tg ;’;‘;ﬁ ;:::ma
‘jump’ into anything prematurely. . g

Having dreams of performing shas CONTRBUEED
worldwide from as early as 13,

Nahgeib sang with the Campion Choir along with members from the
popular group TOK. Defending his venture into this turf which is
not occupied by many university graduates, he states that his duo
completed by Bernard Wisdom, who by November would have com-
pleted his degree course in computer science, will certainly add a
much needed international flavour with local appeal to the music
industry.

Waxing eloquent, Nahgeib sees his mission as ensuring that
music transcends space and time. To this end the duo has performed
at the Miss Jones Town Coronation show which was organised by
former Irvinite, ‘Lexus’ more commonly known outside of the UWI
environs as Nichole Haughton; Reggae SuperJam, the Miss Jamaica
World 2000 Elimination show and are slated to perform on interna-
tional night at Jamaica’s premiere reggae show, Sumfest. 4

This former Hall chairman for Preston Hall, has dabbled in poli-
tics and sports modeling but claims music as his first love to make a
great impact worldwide as he travels on the road to greatness.

Ann Margaret Lim

Online

e “Route '76 humanizes the next step in the evolution
of the Reggae Dancehall music genre.” -
RudeGal.com
www.rudegal.com/artists/bioroute7602.htm

e Route 76 new video for ER... “ good rawz video
good video, nice concept, very professional, nice
tune, still maintains the dancehall image...8 our of
10.....rate the facts about ganja and cigarette and


http://www.rudegal.com/artists/bioroute7602.htm

aids a all that...looking forward to more from Route
76 .."- DancehallReggae.com Forums
forum.dancehallreggae.com/showthread.../643-
Route-76-new-video-for-E...

e “The video was for their current hit song on the
Celebration Riddim by Arif Cooper, a local dj on
Fame FM.” - www.dancehallareaz.com » ... » Passa
Passa

e “...Route 76 got the hype” - The Jamaica Star ::
Beenie Man is back! ::
jamaica-star.com/thestar/20040302/ent/ent3.html
Mar 2, 2004 - Pickney got the hype with his antics,
and so did Queen Paula, Polka Dot, Laser Matrix,
Assassin, Bling Dawg, Route 76, and the Fifth
Element ...

To learn more, visit www.carmelomiller.com



